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Adopt -A-H ive Program  

 
Through our unique Adopt-a-Hive program, schools and 

non-profits host a campus beehive. This has the added 

benefit of integrating our eco-literacy program, the 

Humble Honey Bee Project, and age appropriate, hands-

on activities into the school’s curriculum, all centered on 

the campus hive. This interdisciplinary, hands-on 

environmental education program is in line with the Next 

Generation Science Standards. We teach honey bee 

biology and behavior, perspectives on the declining 

worldwide bee population, the importance of pollination 

and conservation techniques to inspire environmental 

stewardship. Our program is individualized to align with 

the school and classroom curriculum, and can occur 

during the school day, after school or with a school bee club.  

 

Instal l ing a  Campus Beeh ive  
   There is a natural rhythm to beekeeping and optimal times 

of the year for the different activities we offer. Our 

recommendation is that schools begin our program in 

tandem with the Humble Honey Bee Project at the start 

of the school year. This is a great time for students to get 

excited for the new year by painting their new hive, or by 

planting a pollinator-friendly garden! Then, when the hive 

is established in the spring, students are more primed for 

a deeper learning experience.  Installing the hive itself is a 

learning opportunity. Students can don bee suits and 

watch the bees arrive! 

 

Take it  a  s tep further –  Do  real  research with  your  c lass.  
Planet Bee is a proud partner with San Francisco State University. We are happy to offer schools an 

opportunity to participate in the ZomBee Watch Project, a national citizen science project. In this program, 

students will conduct real research over the course of a school year with the guidance of Planet Bee and SF 

State interns. Their data is input into a national database, which is used by researchers to fight honey bee 

decline! With appropriate supervision, this project is suitable for all grade levels. 

 

http://www.planetbee.org/
http://www.planetbee.org/humble-honey-bee/
http://www.planetbee.org/zombee-watch-project/


Tendi ng  the Hi ve  

The beekeeper (either from Planet Bee or local) will visit 

frequently in the six weeks after the hive is installed to 

ensure the hive is progressing healthily. After the hive is 

established, the beekeeper will come approximately once a 

month for hive maintenance (except for in colder months, 

when it is harmful to the bees to open up the hive).  Through 

our apprentice program, members of the school or 

nonprofit are welcome to shadow our beekeeper during 

regular hive maintenance. We can open the hive for the 

students/members to get a close up look at live honey bees 

in action (optional). Each year, the org/school will have the 

option to continue with Planet Bee Foundation’s beekeeper, 

or hire a local beekeeper (the new beekeeper can also be the newly-trained member apprentice.) 

 

Harvesting  Honey  
When the beehive is full of honey, schools can choose 

to have Planet Bee Foundation present a honey-

spinning workshop. We bring all of the equipment 

needed, with the organization or school only 

responsible for providing jars. Honey can be sold as a 

fundraiser or shared with students, teachers, parents 

etc. 

 

 

 

Who We A re  
Planet Bee Foundation is on a mission to change the world, one bee at a 

time. We are dedicated to creating a green minded generation by 

inspiring environmental stewardship and individual action through the 

teaching lens of the struggling honey bee. 

 

We work with schools, nonprofits, summer camps, environmental centers, 

community gardens and businesses to build long lasting care of the 

struggling honey bee and the environment by presenting hands-on, 

educational workshops. 

 

For more information, contact our Community 
Outreach Lead Sarah Thorson 

sarah@planetbee.org  



Adopt-a-Hive Program

Pricing

Complete Bee Hive with installation 
$550 for one hive 
$1000 for two hives 
$1450 for three hives 

Includes beehive and honey bees. 
Bee hive includes: 
Two (2) Hive body, two (2) honey 
super 

Workshops: 
Humble Honeybee 
Hive Dive 
Honey Spinning  

$200 first class, $135 
subsequent classes 
Full day $740 

Age-appropriate, hands-on lessons 
centered on the campus hive. 
Lessons are 50-60 minutes long. 

Beehive Maintenance: 
Includes our free apprentice program

$100 per visit 
Usually 8 visits a year 

Our beekeeper will maintain your 
hives or a parent volunteer can take 
over once the hive is established in 
the spring. 

A la Carte 
Hive Tool - $6 
Smoker - $25 
Bee Suit - $30 


