
 

Bee Green Initiative 

Who We Are 

Our Mission: Planet Bee Founda-on is a Bay Area nonprofit on a mission to change the world - one bee and 
one student at a -me! We are dedicated to crea-ng a green-minded genera-on by inspiring environmental 
stewardship through the teaching lens of the struggling honey bee and the power of individual ac-on.  

Why Do We Care About Bees? Did you know that one of every three bites you take is made possible by bees 
and other pollinators? Bees provide us with a wide variety of fruits and vegetables, sustain ecosystems 
everywhere, and contribute $15 billion annually to the US agricultural 
industry. Alarmingly, factors such as poor nutri-on and parasites are 
causing honey bee popula-ons to plummet at a dangerous rate - their 
numbers have declined by the billions since 2006. Last year in 2016, 
44% of honey bees in managed hives in the US died. As honey bee 
popula-ons  con-nue to decline, our ecosystems and economies are 
thrown out of balance.  

How You Can Get Involved: Our dynamic corporate beekeeping 
program, the Bee Green Ini-a-ve (BGI) was designed to educate 
employees about the global bee crisis and what we can do to help, all the while prac-cing teamwork and 
stewardship, and having a great -me. Together, we’ll put on our bee suits and dive into the hive for some 
sweet s-cky fun! 

The Bee Green Initiative is our corporate beekeeping program 
Through our Bee Green Ini-a-ve (BGI) program, Planet Bee works with your company to integrate a beehive 
into your office culture! We install beehives on corporate campuses, form bee clubs, lead honey-spinning 
workshops, train staff beekeepers, and even build beehives! These programs not only func-on as amazing 
team-building exercises, but also create widespread awareness of bee decline both within the company and 
outside it. The program is customized to fit your business’ needs. We work with each business individually to 
work out the best fit. 

Bee Green Initiative Components and Options 

Bee Hive Installa?on: Se[ng up a campus beehive occurs in the spring. Employees can help our beekeeper 
set up the campus beehive and install a package of healthy California honey bees into their new home. 
Everyone is welcome to don bee suits and witness this fascina-ng event! Installing mul-ple hives is a great 
way to encourage friendly compe--ons between teams at the business – the marke-ng department’s hive 



may produce a lot more honey than tech support’s!  
Planet Bee currently maintains a total of 34 hives at seven schools and nonprofits, and five businesses. 

Our longest running program is at Google, and we also have hives at SAP, Sutro Tower, Wine.com, and Keller 
Estate Winery. We return to each hive several -mes a year to ensure its con-nuing health.  

However, if you don’t have space for hives, we can s-ll partner with you! Planet Bee doesn’t have hives 
at Clif Bar’s office, but we s-ll taught employees bee biology lessons and ran a beehive-building workshop. 
We don’t have hives at Google’s San Francisco office, but we s-ll tabled at Google Earth Day. And we don’t 
have hives at the Bon Appé-t office, but we s-ll ran a bee-themed cooking class for children together. There 
are as many ways to get involved as there are bees in a hive! 

Bee Basics Lessons: Our engaging lessons are centered on our Bee Basics curriculum. They delve into the 
honey bee life cycle, life within the hive, pollina-on, global bee popula-on decline and its causes, the 
environmental impact of bees, and an introduc-on to backyard beekeeping. Employees handle beeswax, 
dead bee samples, and beekeeping equipment, and view live bees in an observa-on hive. Our interac-ve 
lessons end with a Q and A session. 
 
Honey Harvest Workshop: Honey spinning workshops usually 
occur in the fall, depending on hive health and produc-vity. 
They can be part of a larger celebra-on or benefit for a cause 
for your company. Employees roll up their sleeves, get s-cky, 
uncap frames of honey and load it into the spinner. We oeen 
will have employees taste honey right out of the frame, to 
compare the differing tastes that arise from different hive’s 
flower preferences. The fresh, raw honey can be sold, given to 
employees, or even used in the campus café. Some Google 
employees have even gone as far as brewing delicious mead 
using their honey! Most beehives will produce at least 25 lbs. of 
honey a year – some-mes more! 

Appren?ce Program: Employees can shadow our beekeeper, 
Bill, as he maintains campus beehives to learn all aspects of 
beekeeping. Bill has been maintaining urban hives for over 17 years, and is a wealth of informa-on for all 
aspiring beekeepers. As they gain experience, employees will get hands-on guidance from Bill throughout the 
hive’s seasonal cycle. The tasks include installing bees, feeding and maintaining the hive, checking the health 
of the hive, looking for disease, and harves-ng honey. With us by your side, your employees will become 
skilled beekeepers in no -me! 

Planet Bee BGI Partners Include: 
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Have any ques-ons about our corporate beekeeping program? Think you’d like to join our hive? Reach out! 

Debra Tomaszewski, Execu-ve Director: debra@planetbee.org 
Sarah Thorson, Program Director: sarah@planetbee.org 
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