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Why Care About Honey Bees?
Bees and other pollinators are 

responsible for ⅓ of humans’ food supply, 
and are considered an essen8al keystone 
species, greatly contribu8ng to a thriving 

ecosystem. They also contribute $15 
billion to the US economy annually. 



With the spread of Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD), bees are dying at 

alarming rates due to farming prac8ces 
and disease-spreading parasites. In 

2016, 44% of U.S. honey bees were lost, 
indica8ng this is a serious issue facing 

the ecosystem and humans alike! 

This is why we are working diligently to 
save the bees. Join us in our mission of 

addressing this world-wide crisis by 
using educa8on as a crucial solu8on to 

the problem.  

“In 2016, 44% of U.S. honey bees were lost”



Since becoming a nonprofit in 
2015, we’ve taught over 10,000 

students. Our 2017 goal is to 
transform 7,000 students into 

environmental stewards.  

It only costs us $10 to educate 
one child. Because we are 

dedicated to spreading 
awareness about the plight of the 

honey bee, last year 90% of our 
expenses and all the dona8ons 

we received went directly to 
programming.  

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  
- Nelson Mandela



At Planet Bee, we are 
commiYed to environmental 
jus8ce, and offer our school 
programs at no or low cost, 
elimina8ng any barriers to 
inclusion - allowing students 
from all backgrounds to 
experience the wonder of 
peering into a live beehive.  

In 2016, we educated 6,000 
students at NO COST.  

All of our educational programs are rooted in the philosophy of STEM 
learning and aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards



Humble Honey Bee Project
Our flagship program teaches the basics of 
bee biology and ecology, introduces CCD 
and its causes, and leads students in 
discussions about conserva8on techniques. 
Planet Bee arrives on site with an 
observa8on hive full of live honey bees, 
developmentally appropriate games, 
sensory objects, sample boxes, and fresh 
honeycomb, to lead students through an 
hour of lessons. All are play-based for the 
deepest learning while inspiring empathy 
for bees. We end each lesson by personally 
empowering students through the crea8on 
of a seed ball to plant as food for bees, 
showing them that each individual ac8on 
can make a difference. 



Adopt-A-Hive
Expanding on the Humble Honey Bee (HHB), we 

offer our Adopt-A-Hive Program (AAH). This 
provides a school or nonprofit the opportunity 

to have a beehive on-campus. We maintain 
them for the first two years, during which 8me 
students or volunteers shadow our beekeeper 

to learn the prac8ce of beekeeping, so the 
organiza8on may take full ownership of the hive 

aber we have leb. Two HHB lessons are also 
included in the AAH program, making it a 

comprehensive honey bee curriculum.  

By the end of the 2-year AAH program, 
par8cipants feel a sense of ownership over their 
hive, a deep love for the bees, and a strong drive 

to keep the colony healthy and sustainable.  



ZomBee Watch Program
The ZomBee Watch Project is an interna8onally 
recognized ci8zen science research project 
studying the spread of the parasi8c “zombie 
fly”. Planet Bee worked directly with  
renowned entomologist, San Francisco State 
University Professor Dr. John Hafernik, to 
develop the K-12 educa8onal arm of the 
project, taking the research out of the lab and 
into the classroom. Our educators introduce 
students to the ZomBee epidemic and lead 
them through a 3-part lesson which allows 
them to par8cipate in actual scien8fic research 
addressing a real-world environmental issue.  
The ZomBee Watch Project  was rated in the 
top ten Ci8zen Science projects of 2015 by 
Discover Magazine!



Bee Green Initiative
Our corporate beekeeping program is designed to 

provide engaging hands-on workshops as well as on-
going programs to forward businesses ini8a8ves. We 

help companies install beehives on their corporate 
campuses, conduct honey spinning workshops, and 

help organize beekeeping clubs. Our Bee Green 
Ini8a8ve not only func8ons as an amazing team-

building experience, but it also provides a dynamic 
vehicle to create widespread awareness of bee decline 

within corpora8ons. Our corporate partners use their 
unique posi8ons to bring aYen8on and contribute 

solu8ons to CCD and environmental problems at large.  

We are proud to work with Google, SAP, Intel, Clif Bar, 
NorCal Whole Foods Market, LinkedIn,  The San 

Francisco Chronicle, Keller Estates, Wine.com and other 
Bay Area businesses. 



What Teachers Have To Say 
“I am so happy that my class got to experience the 
Planet Bee presenta8on. They learned so many 
interes8ng facts about bees. It was presented in a 
fun, age appropriate way that was engaging to all 
students. They talked about it for weeks aber and 
were so fascinated with the facts they learned, we 
had to do a unit on it. Wonderful lesson, wonderful 
ar8facts (the observa8on hive was really 
fascina8ng), and fun ac8vi8es. The presenters 
worked really well with my kids, even a few who 
have special needs. Thank you for everything 
Planet Bee, it was amazing!”  

Mrs. Wanzong, 1st Grade Teacher,  
Delaine Eas8n Elementary  



"Whole Foods Market has long been 
commiYed to protec8ng pollinator 
popula8ons, and working with Planet Bee 
gives our NorCal team an excellent 
opportunity to localize those efforts. Planet 
Bee is an excep8onal partner that offers deep 
engagement, going beyond the four walls of 
our store to take this important educa8on 
into our schools, backyards and 
communi8es.” 

Rob Twyman, President,  
Whole Foods Market Northern California

What Our Corporate Partners Have to Say



While Planet Bee is an emerging nonprofit, our staff is highly 
educated and experienced. Our Execu8ve Director and founder, 

Debra Tomaszewski, is a seasoned educator with over 25 years of 
teaching experience in public schools and higher educa8on. Our two 

full 8me educators possess degrees in environmental science and a 
second subject area. We also have three biology interns from San 

Francisco State University (SFSU) who receive three undergraduate 
credits in their major, and two ac8ve volunteers with degrees 

concentra8ng on entomology and youth educa8on. 
  

Who is Planet Bee?



Our Board of Directors is comprised of 
dedicated and experienced individuals 

including Dr. John Hafernik, SFSU Professor, 
who founded the interna8onal and 

acclaimed ci8zen science project, the 
ZomBee Watch Project. He has also served 

as head of the Biology Department at SFSU, 
visi8ng professor at University of California 

Berkeley and Board of Trustees President at 
the California Academy of Science, among 

many other professional achievements. 



Debra Tomaszewski 
Founder / Execu8ve Director 
debra@planetbee.org 
(415) 235-8959 

Sarah Thorson 
Educator / Community Outreach Lead 
sarah@planetbee.org 
(415) 225-2625
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www.planetbee.org

Want to get involved with Planet Bee Foundation?  
We would love to hear from you!

Buzz With Us on Social Media 

@planet_bee

@planetbeefounda8on

@Planet_Bee

#SaveTheBees #NoBeesNoPizza
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